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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Notwithstanding the many de- 
tached pieces extemt, concerning the 
Gun-powderTreason, there is no one 
that regularly details the circum^ 
stances attendant on that afiair ; and^ 
to this day, the whole is treated by * 
sonie as a fable, for want, of proper 
evideiice to establish the^ facts, thefc' 
catholics having suppressed, as'feras 
possible, every enquiry oh this head. 
The following History is collected 
from almost every piece that has- 
appeared on the subject ; and parti- 
cular care has been taken to intro- 
duce into the Biographical parts the 
material transactions relative to each 
B 2 person, 


IV ADVERTISEMENT. 

person, in their proper places ; and, 
in order more fully to explain the 
foundation of this plot, the subject is 
treated iroin its original source, 
namely, the Befonnation, as begun 
by Henry the Eighth, with the pro- 
ceedings of the Catholics under his 
successors, t6 the accession of Jamea 
theFirst The illustrations by Prints 
which accompany this Worfc, may be^ 
depended on in point of authenticity^^ 
as the publication of ithe cnrigihals 
from which they arc copied^ are 
coeval with the times they repre- 
sent. 


( 5 ) 


HENRY THE EIGHTH. 

' Henry the toghth, the most tur- 
bdenf atid ^If-wiUed tyrant that ever liv^^ having 
ID accommodate hiv passion fbr Anne BuUen (and 
not^xxn 9i priQc^le<ifieligton*> as he pretended)^ 


^ That he IWeil and died a Papiit, is evident* as it is well 
Ifiiown that his last qneen, Catharine Parr, who was a strict' 
Protestant* by too eagetly oppcfsing htm in principles of reli- 
gion* had nearly been sent to the Tower* which she only pre- 
▼ented by Inckilj finding some papers commnnicated to the' 
ifing bj Gardiner* bishop of Winchester* a most rigid* time-^' 
i^erving priest* whoactoally c^me'intp a garden where they 
were discoiirsing on the subject of religion* which she had 
artfally introdncedi and entirely regained Henry's favour* by ■ 
iMsnring hm, that if -ever she had oonlradicted him on that 
subject* it was onlj for the pleasure she took in hearing his 
powerful and satisfactory answers to her weak .arguments : to 
this flattery she was at least indebted for her liberty* if not for 
her headf as* when Gardiner c^me forward with the warrant* 
signed by the king* for her imprisonment* Henry peevishly 
bade him begone* and* on the queen's soliciting him not to be 
angry with the " good bishop*" he replied* that he deserved 
90 favour at her hands* for the " good ho intended h^r." 
The king's death* which happened soon after* entirely freed 
lier irob any fear on the score of religiMi. 

ibxCfWtk 


6 HENKT TH& EI«HTH^ 

thrown oiFtfae yoke of popery^ proceeded to the dis- 
solution of the religious houses in England^ which 
giving offence to many Catholics of distinction^ who 
were above dissimulation, they utterly reftued to 
take the new oaths that were generally prescribed to 
persons in any Ipnd of office, cf acknowledging 
him supreme head of the Church; to those that 
refused, Heary was not content with discharging 
them from their employments, but oaa^ it high: 
treason in the denial, and proceeded so & as to 
take off the heads of Sir Thomas More, and Fisher, 
bishop of Rochester, men of the first rank and abi- 
lity, who were considered by the generality of tiie 
people as martyrs to the wanton caprice of a despo-^ 
tic tyrant. The deaths of these great men encreased 
die detestation of the Catholics against the king, 
and had he not done something, by bestowing the 
revenues of the dissolved religious houses on the- 
creatures he bad newly taken about him, to secure 
them in his interest, it is probable that the Catho- 
lics would have attempted something with success^ ' 
against his person. Priests, t«rho were convicted in 
denying his supremacy, were punished with imprison- 
ment ; aid, in one instance his resentment went 8» 
iar, as to cause a large estate to be taken fiom a gen-* 

tleman. 


iSDWAHD THE SIXTH. J 

tleman^ fi>r assistinj^ a priest who was confined in 
the gad at Buckbgham^ with eight pence and two 
shirts. 


EDWARD THE SIXTH- 

During Ae short reign of Edward 
the Sixth, the Catholics seexp to have been very in* 
active, although under his government, the Protec- 
tant £uth was more firmly established than in that 
of his predecessor. As tho people, having been 
long used to the tyranny of monkish confessors, and 
monastic landlords, were not a litde pleased to find 
their new masters convert useless monasteries, which 
were haibours for idle priests, into pleasant coun« 
try seats, that enlivened and relieved the poor, in- 
stead of harrassing and oppressing them. But thesr 
golden days were of but short duration, as the death 
of the most accomplished and best of kings was fol- 
lowed by the accession of his eldest Sister, a woman 
educated, to abhor any innovation in the religion 
ahe professed. 


MART THB n$LBt. 


MARY THE gIRST> 

1 HE first ase Mary made of her poweV 
Was to displace all Protestant preachers, and supply 
their places with zealous Papists. She next com* 
missioned ^Bonner^ bishop of London^ with other 
Catholic priests, to examine such persons a& were 
suspected of heresy, in denying the tenets of the 
Catholic church ; and the punishment inflicted on 
those convicted of this pretended crime was bunung 
^ve. Mai^y of the highest character in the Churck 
BuiTered by the flames, particularly Cranmer, arch^ 
bishop of Canterbury } Kidley, bishop of L(Midon5 
Latimer, bishop cff Worcester y Farrar, biahop of 
St. Dav3d*S5 Hooper, bishop of Gloucester, and 
many of inferior digni^ in the church, besides an 
immense quantity of private persons: the whole 
of which, in this reign, that suffered death for relii* 
^on, is computed at 260 persons.^ The ex.*- 

• treme 

* As the catalogue of Martyrs that suffered in this reign 
may not be unacceptable, I have transcribed it from a scarce 
•heet^ printed anno 1590. 


1554 



tohn Rogers, burned 

Feb. 4 

in Smithfieldi 

Lawrence Sanders burned 

8 

at Coventry . 

lo. Hooper Bish: of Worcest : 



and Gloucest: bur. 

9 

at Gloucester 

Dr. Taylor, burned 

eodem die. 

atHadley 

William 
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treme dgour that was adapted to* estabUah par 
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Tho: Tomkme^ bur. t March 16 

William Himteii bur. 26 

Tho: Higbedj bor. eodem die* 

Thomas CawstoQ, bur. eodem die, 

William Piggot, burned. 28 

Stephen Knight^ bur. eotLem die, 

lohu Lawrence^ bur. 29 

B. Farrar» Bish:of S. I>auids,hM . ' 30 

Rawlins White, bur. tod. f^. temp, 

George Marsh, bur. ApriU 24 

William Flower, bur. eodem die. 

lo. Cordmiiker & lo. Waroe* b. , May 30 
lo. Simson, bur. '^ 

lo. Ardley, bur. f j .^ 

Tho. Hawkes, bur. > •'"'*^ ^® 
Tho.Wats, bu. > 
lohn Tooley digged out of his 

graae, &c bur. eod fe. temp. 

Nicholas Chamberlaine, bur. Jime 14 

Thomas Osmund, bur. 15, 

William Bamfocd, bur. 1$ 

lo. Bradford* and lo Leafe> bu. 15 
loh. Bland, lo. Frankeah, Ni- 
cholas Shetecden, & Hum. 

Middleton, bur. Mf 12 
Margerie Pullie, Nicho. Hall, 

& Christo Waide, bur. 19 

Diirick Caruer, bur. 22 

Tho. lueson, bur. eod, ft. temp, 

lames Abbes, bur. August 2 

loh. Denly, bur. a 

George Tankerville, bur. 26 

Patrick Packhingham, bur. 28 

lohn Newman, bur. SI 

Rich: Hooke, bur. eodem meiue. 
Rich: Colliar, Wil: Cooker, 
Wil: Hooper, Henry Law- 
rence, Rich: Wright, and 

Wil: Store,, bur. . eodem mense. 


pacy. 


atSKUthfteld 
at Burotwod 
at Horndon 
«t Rayly 
at Braintree 
at MauMen 
at Colche&ter 
at Carmarthi^ 
at Cardiffe 
at Weatchest. 
,at Westiainsl. 
in Smithfield 
at Rochford 
at Rayly 
at Coxball 
at Chelmsford 


at Colchester 
at M&ningtre 
at Uarwickd 
iaSmitbfield 


at Cantecbvry 
at Tunbridg« 
at Rochester 
at Lewis in S* 
at Chichester 
at Bury 
at Vzbridge 
at S. Albona 
at Saffiroawal* 

dea 
at Chichester 


at Canterbury 
Ely: 
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MAIT THB FIKST. 


paqo served entirely to abolish it. As the people 

seemed 


Ely: Wanw, bar. ^ 


at Stratf : Bow 

Robert Smith, bur. 


at Vxbridge 
at Stratf: Bow 

Steph: Harward, bur. I 


Thomas Fust> bur. f 

todem menu* 

at Ware 

Wil: Haile, bur: 


at Barnet 

Wil: AUeny bur: J 


at Walsingham 

Roger €oo> bur: 

mense SepU 

at Yezford 

Thomas Cobbe^ bur: 

at Thetford 

Rob: Streater, George Cat- 



mer> Anth: Bnrward, Geo: 



Bradbrige, and lames Tut- 



ty, burr 

eodem metue. 

at Canterbury 

lo. Goreway, and Tho: Hay- 



ward> bur: 


at Litchfield 

Rob: Glouer> and Cornelius 



Bongey« bur: 

September 20 

at Coventry 

Bishop Ridley, and Bish: La- 



timer, bur: 

October 16 

at Oxford 

Wil: Wolsey, and Robert Pig- 



got, bur: 

eodem die 

at Ely 

lohn Webb, George Roper, 



& Gre: Parke, bur: 

Nouember 30 

at Canterbury 

lo. Philpot Archdeacon, bur. 

December 18 

in Smitbfield 

Thomas Whittle, Barthelet 



Greene, lohn Tuds«n, lo. 



Went, Thomas Browne, Isa- 



bell Foster, and loane War- 



ren, bur: 

January 97 

in Smithfield 

John Lomas, Anne Abbright, 



loane Catmer, loane Soke, 



and A^nes Snoth, bur: 

31 

■ 

at Canterbury 

Thomas Cranmer Archbish. 



of Canter, bur: 

March «1 

at Oxford 

John Spicer, Wil. Cobberley, 



and lo: Maundrell, bur: 

24 

at Salisbury 

loane Trunchfield, and Agnes 



Potten, bur: 

eodem merue. 

at Ipswich; 
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lohn Harpoole, and loane 
Beech, bur: 



ApriU 1 

at Rochester 


MARY THE VIK8T« 
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ceemed moreierrified into the practice^ tban to follow 

it 


lohn Hulliar, bur: 

Bob: Drakes, Wil. Tymmes* 
Rich: Spurge, Tbo. Spurge, 
lo: Cauell, & George .Am- 
brose, bur: 

Christopher Lyser, lo: Mace, 
lohn Speocer, Simd loyne. 
Rich: Nichols, and lohn 
Hamund, bur: 

Thomas Drury, and Thomas 
Crooker, bur: 

Hughe Lauerhoke, and loh. 
ap Rice, bur: 

Katherine Hull, loane Horns, 
Elic: Thackvelt, and Mar- 
gery Ellis, bur: 

Tho; Spicer, loh: Denny, & 
Eklmund Poole, bur: 

Tho: Harland, loh: Oswald, 
Tho: Auington, and Tho: 
Read, bur: 

Tho: Whood, and Thomas 
Mylles, bur; 

Thomas Moore, bur: 

Henry Adlington, Lawrence 
Pernham, Henry Wye, Wil: 
Halliwel, Tho: Bowyer, 
George Searle, Edm Hurst, 
Lyon Cawch, Ralph Jack- 
son, John Derrifall, lohn 
Bowth, Elyz: Pepper, and 
Agnes George, bur: 

Roger Bernard, Rob: Lawson 
.and Adam Foster, bur: 

lulius Palmer, lo. Gwyn, & 
Thomas Asldne, bur: 

Katherine Cawches, Guilian 
Gilbert, Perotine Massey, 
and the sai4 Masseys Infant 
breaking violently out of 
the Mothers wombe into 


ApriU ft at Cambridge 


24 


lAay 5 
15 

16 
21 

June 6 

20 
Juae 26 


in Smithfield 


at Colchester 

at Gloucester 
at Stratford-le-i 
Bowe 


in Smithfield 
at Beckleys in 
Sttffolke 

at Lewis in Suf- 

folke 
at Lewis in Suf- 

folke 
at Leicester 


27 

30 

My 16 


at Stratford 

Bowe 
at Bury 

at Newbery 


12 
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it bf indiufttioa: vnd the deadi of Maiy gave 

them 


ti« fin, WM taben ont once 

and presently throwne again 

into the fire^ & bur. 
Tho: Dungale, John Forem^, 

4t ABUe Try, buii: 
loane Wast, bur: 
Edw: Sharpe, bur: 
lohn Hart, Tho: Rauensdale; 

•as also a Shoomaker and a 

Currier, bur: 
A Carpenter, bur. 
fobn Home, and a woman> 

bur: 
Wil: Waterer, Steph: Kempe, 

Wil: Hay, Tho: Hudson, 

"Wa: Lovicke, aad William 

Proatbtg, bur: 
Ni: {iiial& Mat: Bmbridge, b: 
lo: Philpot, and Thomas Ste- 

f>beBs, bur: 
Martine Bucer, and Paului 

Phagim booes digged vp and 

with their bookes bur: also 

Peter Martyrs mivm bonei 

remooved and buried in a 

dunghill. 
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Tho: Loseby, Henry Ramsey» 
Tho: Thirtlc, Marg: Hyde, 
& Agnes Stanly bur: 

Rich: Sharpe & Tho: Hale, bu: 

Steph: Oratwicke, Wil: Mo- 
n&t, and one King, bur: 

lone Brabridge, Wal: Apleby, 
and Petronell hi« wife, Edm: 
Allen, & Koth: his wife, loa: ' 
Manings, & a blind maid, bu: 


laZylB 

eodem die. 

Augtatl 

September B 


34 

25 

27 


Jtamary 15 
16 

t'a Jmrnary, 


February 16 


AprUl If 
Mttyr 

eodem mtKte, 


lune 18 


vn the Isl«of 
Garnsej 

ai Greensted 
at Darby 
at Bristow 


at Mayfield 
at Bristow 
at Wootton uA- 
derhedge 


at Canterbury 
at Ashfbrd 


at Wye 


at Cambridge 


in Smitfafield 
at Bristow 

in & Georges 
field 


ait MaidstOBe 


I^ane 
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them an opportunity of following the doctriae diat 

pleased 


lonie Fisiicok^ Nich: Wliite, 
Midi: Pardve, Baxbara Fi- 
nally Brabridge his widdow, 
Wilson's wife, and Alice 
Benden, bur: 

Hich: Woodmft, George Ste- 
ph6s, Wil: Mainard, Alex: 
HosmI, Thomasine Wood, 
Mar: Morris, laxnes Morris, 
Dennis Burgis, Ashdos wife, 
& Groues wtfe, bu: 

Simd Myller, & Elyzab: Coo- 
per, bu: 

Wil: BoBg«r, Wil. Pwrcas, Th: 
Benold, Agnes Siluerside, ali~ 
as Smith, Helene Euring, £- 
lizab: Folkes, Wil. Mount, 
Alice his wife. Rose Ailyn, 
atid loh: lohnson, bur: 

Rich:CTashfield, bu: 

A woman, and one named 
Fryar, bar: 

Tho: Ben^n, bur: 

Ralfe Allerton, lames Austoo, 
Marge: Austoo, and Rich: 
Rooth, bur: , 

Agnes Bongar, & Margaret 
Thurston, bur: 

loyce Lewis, bur: 

lohn Kurd, bur: 

lohn Noyes, bur: 

CycelyOrmes, bur: 

lohn Halingdale, Wil* Spar- 
row, & Rich: Gibson, bur: 

lohn Rough, & Margery Mea- 
ling, bur: 

lohn Warner, Tho: Athoth, 
lo: My lies, Nich: Holden, 
J^hn Ashdon, & Th: Spur- 
^ance, bur: 


Iwie 19 


ft 
July 13 


Avguttt 
5 

20 


September 17 

eodem die, 
eodem menu, 

20 
eodem mense. 

23 

Nouember 18 
December 22 


eodem anno. 


at Canterbury 


at Lewys in 
Sussex 

at Norwich 


at Colchester 
at Norwich 

at Rochester 
at Bristow 


at Islington 

at Colchester 
at Litchfield 
at Northampton 

at Layfield 
at Norwich 

at Colchester 

in Sroithfield 


in Chichester 
Diocesse. 

Hugh 
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Hugh Fox, John Beunisb, 
& Cuthbert Simson, bur: 

Wil: Nicholne, bur; 

Wii: Seaman, Thomas Carman, 
& Tho: Hudson, bur: 

WiJ: Harris, Richard Day, & 
Christian George, bur: 

Henry Pond, lUynold East- 
land, Robert South am. Mat: 
Richardby, & Roger Hol- 
land, bur: 

Richard Yeoman, bur: 

Robert Mylles, Steph: Cottd, 
Robert Dynes, Ste: Wight, 
IohnSlade,& Wii: Pikes, b: 

lohn Cooke, Robert Myles, 
Alex: Lane, & James Ash- 
Icy, bur: 

Thomas Bembridge, bur: 

Alex: Gowch, and Alice Dri- 
uer, bur: 

Fhil: Humfrey, lohn David, 
Hen: Dauid, and a woman 
named Precist, bur: 

lohn Corneford, Christopher 
Browne, lo. Herst, Alice 
Snoth and Cathe: Knight, 
(alias Tynley) being (as 
sayth M. Fox) the last that 
sujQfered in Queen Mariet 
]3<aigne« were burned. 


March 28 
Apna9 

May 19 

26 

June 27 
July 10 

July 14 

eodem tnente, 
eodem mente, 

Nouember4 
eodem mente. 


in Smithfield 
at Hereford 

at Norwich 

at Colchester 


in Smithfield 
at Norwich 


at Brainford 


at Bury 

in Winchester 

Diocesse 
at Ipswich 


at Exceter 


10 )at Canterbury. 
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.ELIZABETH. 1^ 


ELIZABETH. 


Elizabeth having been strictly edu- 
cated in the Protestant faith^ no sooner ascended the 
throne than she publicly declared her religious opi- 
nions, and promoted Matthew Parker to the See of 
Canterbury, who, as metropolitan of England, dis- 
placed Catholic preachers, and substituted those 
of the reformed religion in their places j then it 
was the papal fury broke into a flame ; and Pope 
Pius the Fiflh issued a bull, excommunicating the 
Queen, and all that adhered to her, which bull was 
meant to inflame the minds of the people against her, 
and encourage the re-establishment of Popery in her 
dominion 5 for which purpose a number of English 
CathoUcs were assembled at Douay, to take holy or- 
ders as priests, and from thence to return to their 
native places, and disseminate their dangerous prin- 
ciples. The circumstance of these missionaries poi- 
soning the minds of the people in their religion and 
allegiance, caused an act to be passed, constituting 
it death for any seminary priest to be found 

in 


/ 
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ELISABETH. 


in this kingdom. The following persons were 
taken^ and^ being convicted, suffered death ac- 
cordingly* : 

EDMUND 

* The Catalogue of Popish priests is taken from an old 
sheet without date. 


1570 


lohn Felton. 


1571 
lohn Story. 

1573 
Thomas Woodhonse. 

1577 
Cuthbert Mayne 
lohn Nelson. 

1578 
Thomas Sherwood. 

1579, 1580. 
Anno 1577, in the moneth 
of lanuary^ was published a 
Proclamation against Semina- 
ry Priests and lesuits, and for 
calling home the Queenes sub- 
jects &om forraigne Semina- 
lies, where they remained vn- 
der colour of studies. 

1581 
Euerard Hanse 
Edmund Campion p 
Alexander Bryant > 
Balphe Sherwyn y 


lohn Paine 


1582 


Augusts 

June 1 

June 19 


Nouem, 29 
Feb, 3 


Feb, 7 


J«2y31 
Decern. 1 

Aftil t 


in Paules 
Church yard 

at Tyburne 

at Tyburne 

at Launston 
at Tyburne 


at Tyhvn« 
at Tyburne 

Thomas 


iiite 
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EDMUND CAMPION. 

Edmund campion was bom in 
London^ where he had his first education in Christ 

Hos- 


Thomas Ford J 




lohn Shert i 


May 28 

at Tyburna 

Kobert lohnson' S 




Thomas Cottam \ 




William Filby f 
Luke Kirby r 


May SO 

at Tyburne 

Lawrence lohnson J 




William Lacy > 
Richard Kirkman ) 


August 22 

at Yorke 

lames Tompson 


in Nouem, 

at Yorke 

1583 




Richard Thirkhill 


May 29 

at Yorke 

lohn Slade 


Octob. SO 

at Winchester 

William Hart 



at Yorke 

lames Laburne 



at Lancaster 

William Carter 


Jan, 11 

at Tyburne 

George Haddocke, lo: 

Mun- 



dine, lames Fen, Thomas 



Emerford, & lohn Nutter 

Feb. 12 

at Tyburn« 

1584 




lames Bele i 
lohn Finch | 


Aprill 20 

ar Lancaster 

Richard White 


Octo, 18 

at Wrixam. 

This yeare also were 

21 le- 



suits and Seminary Priests ba- 



nished the Realme, Ian. 21. 




Thomas 


ilB 
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Hospital. From whence he was sent to St. John's 
College in Oxford^ and obtained considerable appro* 

bation. 


ttm 



Thomas Aufield ) 
Thomas'Webley J 



July 6 

at Tyburne 

Hugh Taylor > 
Marmaduke Bowes | 


at Yorke 

Margaret Clitherow 

in March 

at Yorke 

N. Hamelton ' 
Bob. Bicardine \ 


at Yorke 

£dward Transam > 
Kich; Woodfine J 



Janu. 21 

at Tyburne 

. This yeare also were 32 



Prists & lesutts banii^ed the 



Realme, Sep. 19. ' 



1586 



Richard Sergeant J 
William Tompson { 

ApHH 20 

at Tyburrite 

lohn Adams 1 



lohn Low > 

Oeto. 8 

at Tyburne 

Rob: Debdale ) 



Rob: Anderton > 
William Marsden $ 




at Tyburne 

Francis Ingleby 


at Yorke 

Stephen Rowsam 


at Gloucester 

lohn Finglow 



1587 



Thomas Pilchard 

in M4irch 

at Dorcester • 

lohn Sands 


at Gloucester 

lohn Hamly 


at Chard 

Alexander Crowe 


at Yorke 

Robert Sutton 


at Stafford 

Edmund Sykes 
GabriellThimbleby 





George Dowglas 



1^8 



William Deane > 
Henry Webley $ 

Anguit 98 

at Myle-end- 
greene. 


WUlia» 


9iel9A^W^W^ 
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kfttion^ as an orator 914 4ifi^teat i in both wbkk 
capacities h^ ^at^rtjaiped CUteea EU^abeUii at a pub^ 

Be 

William Gunter 

Robert Morton > 

Hugh More J 

Tho: Actoiitf alias Uolford 

Richard Clarkson > 

Thomas Feitoii { 

Rich: Leigh, Edward Shelley, 
Hugh Morgan, Rich: Flow- 
er, Robert Martjn, lohn 
Rocke, & JN|argaret Wade 

Edward lamei > 

Ralph Crochet ^ 

Robert Wilcoekes ^ 

Edward Campion f 

Christo: Buxton T 

Reb. Widmerpoole ) 

William Wigges 

lohn Robinsop 

John Weldon 

William Hartley > 

Rich: Willian^ > 

Robert Sutton 

William Speneer 

Edward Burdon ' 

lohn Hewyt 

Rob: Ludbam 

Richard Simpson 

Nicholas Garlicke 

William Lampley 


1589 
George Nichols, Rich: Yaxley 
Tho: Belson, Hu: vp Richard 
lohn Annas 
Robert Dalby 
Christopher Bales 
Alexander Blake 
^Nicholas Ifojrne 


eodem die. 
eodem 4ie, 
eodem die. 
eodem die. 


Aug. 30 
Octob. 1 

eodem die, 

eodem die, 
eodem die. 
October 5 

eodem i/ie. 

eodem ^e. 


July 5 

March 4 
eodem die. 
eodem die. 


at the Theat: 
at Lincolns- 
Inne Fields, 
at Clarkenwell. 

at Hownslow 


at Tybarno 
at Chichester 

at Canterbury 

at Kingston 
at Ipswich 
at Mile-end-gr. 

at Halliwell 

at Clarkenwell 


at Darby 
at Gloucester 

at Oxford 


in Fleet-street 
in Grrln.lane 
in Smithfield 


Mvles 


20 


ELIZABETH. 


lie act, when she visited that university. He made 
two excellent funeral orations, the first in English, 

on 


1590 
Myles Gerrad 
Francis Dickinson ^ 
Anthony Myddleton 
Edward lones 


1591 
Edmund Gennings > 
SwithiQ Welles \ 
Eustach White -^ 
Pollydor Plasden J 
Bryan Lacy > 

lonn Mason \ 

Sidney Hodgson -^ 
Momfort Scot ) 
George Bisley J 
William Dickenson 7 
Balph Milner { 

Edmund Ducke ") 
Kich: Holiday f 
loh: Hagge f 

Rich: Hill ) 

William Pykes 
William Pattison 
Tho, Portraore 

This yeare also in the mo- 
neth of Octob: was published 
a Proclamation against Priests 
and lesuits. 

1592 
Roger Ashton 

159S 
lames Burden 
Anthony Page 
loseph Lampton 
William Pauis 


Aprill 30 

May 6 
May 6 

Decern, 10 

Decern, 10 


lann, 22 
Feb, 21 


June 23 


March 35 

Aprill 30 

lune 23 

in Septem, 


at Rochester 

atClarkenweli 
in Fleet street 

in Grays Inn 
Fields 


at Tybarnc 


July 2 ' in Fleet street 
luly T at Winchester 


at Durham 

at Dorcester 
at Tybume 
in Paules 
Church yard 


at Tybume 


at Winchester 
at Yorke 
at Newcastle 
at Beumaris 

Edward 
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on the Lady Dudley, wife of the Earl of Leicester; 
the second in Latin, on Sir Thomas White, the 

found- 
Edward Waterson 
William Harrington 


1594 
lohn Cornelius Mohum^ 
Tho: Bosgr^aue f 

Patricke Samoa C 

lohn Carey ) 

lohu Ingram 
Thomas Boast 
lames Oldbaston 
Robert Southwell 

1595 
Henry Walpole 
Alexander Rawlins 
George Errington '^ 
William Knight f 
William Gibson T 
Henry Abbots ) 

William Freeman 

1596 
N. Auleby 
N. Thorpe 

1597 
lohn Buckley, alias lones 


1598 
Thomas Snow 
Christoph: Robinson 
Rich: Horner 
N« Grimston 
N: Britton 

1599 
Math: Hayes 


} 


Feb, 18 


Iuly4 


March 3 


Aprill 17 


My 12 


at Tybume 

at Dorcester 

at Newcastle 
at Tyburne 

at Yorke 
at York« 


atS. Th:W«* 


at Yorke 


at Yorke 
Christophd^ 


M 
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jEbunder. He sood after changed hia reIigioii» asd 
retired to Douay, where he tank hk bachebr of di« 
vimty*8 degrees. In 1573 he travelled -to Rome, 
where he became a Jesuit^ and was soon after sent 
by his superiors^ as a missionary^ into Germany, 
where he composed his Latin tragedy^ called '' Nec- 
tar and Ambrosia," which was acted with great ap« 
plause, in the presence of the Emperor. The last 


1600 




Christopher Wharton, with a | 



nanelesse Woman 


MaylQ 

at Yorke 

John Rigby 


July 21 

atS:Th:Wa 

Robert Nutter 
Edward Thwinge 

i 

in June 

at Lancaster 

Thomas Sprot | 
Thomas Hunt > 


in July 

at Lincoljic 

Thomas Palascr ^ 




John Norton > 


eodem mente. 

at Durham 

N: Talbot ) 




John Pibush 


Fehr, 11 

at I^bnma 

Roger Filcopke 

J 



Marke Barkworth 

j. 

Feb. %7 

at Tybuma 

Anne Lyne 

i 



1601 




Robert Middteton 

i 


at Lancaster 

Tburstan Hunt 



1602 




Francis Page 

'\ 



Thomas Tichbornc 
Robert Watkinson 

> 

AprillfO 

at Tybume 

lames Ducket 

) 



N: Harrison > 
IH: Bates ; 


in Aprill 

at Yorke 

Willivu Richardson 


Feb.n 

at Tyburne 


scene 


scene of his life was in England^ where he was re- 
garded as a dangerous adversary of the established 
church. In his way to London^ the council ap- 
pointed a paper to be set upon his hat, with great 
capital letters '' CAMPION THE SEDITIOUS 
'' JESUIT }" and gave ordera he should be brought 
thnmgh all the maiket-towns that lay in the way, 
to gratify the people with the sight of a man wh» 
had made so much noise : afler much cruel tortuw 
on the rack, he was ex«:uted at Tyburn, December 
the first, 1381. His writings shew him to have 
been a man of various and polite learning. His 
Decern Eaitkmes, written against the Protestant reli* 
gioD, have been solidly answered by several of our 
best divines. The orqg^inal manuscript of his ** His* 
*< Uxry4>f Irebmd" is in the British Museum. 


ROBERT 
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ROBERT PARSONS. 

Robert parsons (or Persons, in 
both which ways he wrote his name) was the son of 
a blacksmith, at Nether-stoway, near Bridgwater in 
Somersetshire, where he was bom in 1546) and^ 
appearing to be a boy of extraordinary, parts, was 
taught Latin by the Vicar of the parish, who con- 
ceiving a great affection for hiin, contributed to his 
support at Oxford, where he was adcdtted of Baliol 
College in 1563, and became remarkable as an acute 
disputant in Scholastic exercise, then much in vogue : 
he continued at Oxford, until the year 1574, when 
he was obliged to resign his situation of Dean in the 
College, under the charge of incondnency, and em- 
bezzling the College money. 

He had till this time openly professed himself a 
Protestant, and was the first who introduced books 
of that religion into the College Library ^ but soon 
after his disgrace at Oxford, he went to London, 
and from thence through Antwerp to Louvain 3 
where, meeting with father William Good, his 

country- 


1 



Fre/ict of the English Mifsion 
1579. 
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countrj'mati, he spent a week in the spiritual exer- 
cises at the College of that order, and began to en- 
tertain an affection for it : but being desirous to 
study physic, he proceeded to Padua for th$t pur- 
pose, where he had not been long, before his restless 
disposition led him to visit Rome. This visit fixed 
him heartily a Jesuit, for, here meeting with some 
Englishmen of the order, he became so impatient to 
be among them, that he went back to Padua, set-^ 
tied his affairs there, and returning to Rome, May 
1575 was chosen a member of the Society of Jesus, 
and admitted into the English College. 

He was indeed framed by nature, as well as in- 
clination^ for this society, being fierce, turbulent, 
and bold; and he soon made a distinguished figure 
in it, for by his credit with the Pope, in 1579 ^^ 
obtained a grant to convert an hospital at Rome 
founded in Queen Mary's time, into a College or 
Seminary for the English, by the name of '' Col- 
legium de urbe," dedicated to the Holy Trinity and 
St. Thomas [a Becket], where the Students were 
obliged to take the following oath : 

'' I, N. N. considering with how great benefits 
God hath blessed me, &c. do promise by God's as- 
sistance, to enter into holy orders as soon as I shall 
£ be 
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be fit^ and to retam to England to convert mj 
countrymen there, whenever it shall please the Su- 
perior of this house to command me.** 

He had no sooner seen this College settled, and 
his friend father Allen chosen by his recommenda- 
tion, rector of it, than he was appointed to go in 
quality of superior in a mission to England, in order 
to promote the Romish religion in that kingdom* 
Edmund Campion was joined with him, and other 
assistants, in this arduous province; and they ma- 
naged matters so artfully that, notwithstanding the 
time of their departure from Rome, and the whole 
rout of their journey, and even their pictures had 
been sent to England before them, yet they found 
means by disguise to escape the strictest search that 
was made, and arrived safe in Loi^oa, 

Parsons travelled about the country to gentlemens* 
houses, disguised either in the habit of a soldier, a 
gentleman, a minister, or an apparitor ; and by the 
help of his associates, he entirely broke the custom 
which had till then prevailed among the Papists of 
frequentmg the Protestant churches, and joining in 
the service : and, if we may credit his assertion, 
every thing was ready for a general insurrection 
before Christmas. But all his desperate designs 

were 
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were defeated by the vigilance of Lord Burleigh 5 
and Campion being discovered^ seized and impri* 
soned^ Parsons^ v^ho was then in Kent^ immediately 
crossed the water^ and went to Rouen in Normandy^ 
and in 1583 returned to Rome. 

In 1588 we find him engaged in Spain concerning 
the invasion of England^ and on the defeat of the 
Spanish armada^ he left no means in his power im- 
tried^ to invite that monarch to a second invasion } 
and when nothing effectual could be obtained that 
way^ he endeavoured to raise a rebellion in England^ 
and tampered with the Earl of Derby to appear at 
the head of it^ who was afterwards poisoned^ by his 
procurement, for the refusal. The death of his 
friend. Cardinal Allen, in 1594, occupied the whole 
of his attention towards his own promotion to the 
vacant purple ; but being disappointed in his expec- 
tation he retired to Naples, and did not return to 
Rome, till after the death of Clement VIII. in 
1606. 

On the 10th of April, 161O, he was seized with a 
fever, of which he died on the 18th. Paul the 5th, 
as soon as he heard of his iUness, indulged him in 
all the ceremonies usually granted to cardinals at 
the point of death. His body was embalmed and 

in- 
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interred^ pursuant to his own request^ in ihe Cba^ 
pel of his College at Home^ close to that of caidlnal 
Allen. A monument was soon af^er erected to his 
memory, with an inscription 5 a copy of which may 
be seen in Ribadineira*s Bibl* Soc. Jes* under tb^ 
tetter, P/ 
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ALEXANDER BRIANT. 


Alexander bmant was bom in 

Somersetshire^ studied at Oxford^ and afterward at 
Doaay3 from whence he was sent into England 
in character of a missionary^ in the reign of Eliza- 
heth, anno 1581. He was imprisoned^ and as Dod 
tells us^ was cruelly treated while he was in the 
tower^ by thrusting needles under the nails of his 
fingers^ to force him to a discovery of what was 
acting abroad against the Queen and government.^ 
He was a young man of smgular beauty, and 


* It was at this time strongly reported, that a plot was 
hatching in the English Colleges at Rheims and Rome, 
with no less a view than the total subversion of the national 
religion and government. The fears and jealousies of the 
people were more alive than usual at this juncture, as the 
Puke of Anjou was in the height of his courtship with 
the Queen. 

behaved 
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behaved at the place of execution with decent 
intrepidity. Executed Dec. 1^ 1581. 


THOMAS 


A 
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THOMAS COTTAM. 


Thomas COTTAM was bom in 
Lancashire^ studied some time at Brazen-Nose Col- 
lege^ Oxford^ and afterwards at Rheims^ where he 
was ordained priest 

In 15S0 he was sent on a mission into England, 
but was apprehended soon after his landing. Dr. 
Ely, a professor of the civil and canon law at Douay, 
happened to be at Dover when he was taken, and 
with great address contrived and effected his escape ; 
but as this benevolent act was like to be attended 
with the ruin of him and his family, Cottom very 
generously surrendered himself to save his bene- 
factor. 

He was several times put to the torture in prison, 
but could not be prevailed on to make any confes- 
sion, or renounce his religion. 

He and Briant are said to have been admitted 

into 
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into the Society of Jesus, a little before their death. 
He was executed at lyburn^ May 30, 1582. 


EDMUND 


J 


ELIZABETH 83 


EDMUND JENNINGS. 

Edmund JENNINGS was adpiitted 
into the English College at Rheims> under doctor^ 
afterwards cardinal, Allen, and when he was twenty 
years of age, ordained priest. He was soon appre- 
hended in the act of celebrating maas', and was 
executed, by hanging and quartering, in Gray's Inn- 
Fidds, the 10th of December, 1591. 

In a very rare book of his life, printed at St. 
Omers, l6l4, are several historical prints, repre- 
senting the principal circumstances of his life and 
death. This work was published, at a considerable 
expence, by the Papists, in order to perpetuate the 
remembrance of two '' Miracles," which are there 
said to have happened at his death. The first is, 
that after his heart was taken out, he said, '' Sancte 
Gregori, ora pro me." Which the hangman hear- 
ing, swore, " God's wounds ! see his heart is in my 
hand, yet Gregory is in his mouth !" The other is^ 
that an holy virgin being desirous of procuring some 
* E' . relick 
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relick of him^ contrived to approach the basket into 
which his quarters were thrown* and touched his 
right hand^ which she esteemed most holy^ from its 
having been employed in acts of consecration and 
elevating the host^ and immediately his thumb came 
off, without force or discovery^ and she carried it 
horne^ and preserved it with the greatest care. 


ROGER 
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ROGER FILCOCK. 


Roger FILCOCK (by stow errone- 
ously called Thomas) received his education at 
Seville^ in Spain, where he was ordained priest^ 
and soon after sent hither as a missionary. Dod in- 
forms us^ that he and Mark Backworth^ a gentle- 
man who acted in the same character^ were executed 
at Tybum, the 27th of February, 16OI, together 
with Mrs. Anne Line, who suffered death for har« 
bouring and assisting missionaries. 


BLIZABBTH* 


FRANCIS PAGE> 

Francis page was bom^ according 
io some accounts^ at Harrow on the Hill^ in the 
county of Middlesex^ or, as some others say, at 
Antwerp, which it seems he pleaded at his trial^ 
which, however, was not regarded by his jury as the 
truth. Being in the profession of the law, he became 
clerk to a noted lawyer, where he fell in love with a 
young gentlewoman, through whose means he be- 
came a Cathdiic, but in the course of his conversion, 
he not only renounced his profession, but likewise hia 
mistress ; as upon a motion of Father Gerard, he 
went over to Douay, and was ordained a prifest, and 
sent to this country on the mission, where he had 
not been long, before he narrowly escaped apprehen- 
sion in his priesfs vestments, in the house of Mrs. 
Line. After this escape he was more wary in his 
function, notwithstanding which he was apprehended 
in the following manner. Going out one evening, 
he perceived. a woman coming after him, whom 

he 
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he knew. She had been converted to the protestant 
faiths and now noade it a practice to betray and cause 
to be taken up catholic priests. The sight of this 
woman made him mend his pace^ which she per- 
ceiving, made no less haste after him, calling out 
'' Mr. Page, I want to speak with you." He would 
not seem to hear her, but stepped into the first open 
house, and shutting the door, desired the master of 
the house (who was a protestant) to let him out by 
a back door, which he was about to do ; when the 
woman coming up, knocked violently at the door, 
crying out '* A Traitor ! a Traitor ! a Senunary 
Priest !** and raised a mob about the door ; so that 
the man being afraid of the ^consequences, would not 
suffer Page to escape, but delivered him up. He 
was immediately taken to Newgate, brought to trial, 
found guilty, and was executed at Tyburn, April 
20th, 1601. 
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JAMES !• 


J AMES had not long been seated on the 
throne^ before his religious principles became too 
well known to the Catholics^ to leave them room to 
doubt his steady adherence to the reformed religion -, 
the knowledge of which induced several desperate 
persons to £:ame a plot * that has never been pa- 
ralleled in the annals of any country. 


* Thb best historical account is given bt Hume, 

WBICH IS HBRB transcribed, IN ORDER TO THROW SOME 
LIGHT ON THE INTENTIONS OP THB PERSONS INTERESTED 
fn THB CONSPIRACY. 

We are now to relate an event, one of the most memo- 
rable that history has conyeyed to posterity, and containing 
at once a singular proof both of the strength and weakness 
of the human mind ; its widest departure from morals, and 
most steady attachment to religious prejudices. 'Tis the 
Gunpowder Treason of which I speak ; a fact as certain 
as it appears incredible. 

The Roman Catholics had expected great favonr and in- 
dulgence on the accession of James, both as he wa^ descended 

from 
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HENRY GARNET. 

J. HIS prime engine, and in all probability 
the contriver of the Gunpowder-Plot, was artful 
enough to screen himself for some time, even from 
the sttspicioii of beip'g concerned therein 3 until the 
confession of Bated, Catesby*s man> implicated him 
in the general crime. He was, however, after his 
apprehension^ according to aeme accounts^ examined 

no 


from Mary, whose lif^ they believed to hare been sacrificed 
to their cause, and as he himself, in his early youth, was 
imagined to have shewn some partiality towards them, which 
nothing they thought but interest and necessity had since 
restrained. It is pretended, that he had even entered into 
positive engagements to tolerate their religion, as soon as ho 
should mount the throne of England ; whether their credu- 
lity had interpreted in this sense, some obliging expressions 
of the king, or that he had employed such an artifice, in 
order to render them favourable to his title. Very soon 
they discovered thdr mistake ; and were at once surprized 
and amazed to find James, on all occasions, express his inten- 
tion of strictly executing the laws enacted against them, and 
of persevering in all the vigorous measures of Elizabeth. 

Catesby, 
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no less than twenty-three times, and it was in con- 
sequence of the following trick being put upon him 
that induced him to make an ample confession. 
Cecil, Earl of Salisbury, contrived to lodge him in 
a chamber adjoining that in which Oldcome was 
confined, where they might converse through a 
chink in the wall, and be overheard by two mefi> 
whom he had placed in ambuscade for that pur- 
pose; the stratagem succeeded. Garnet was 
betrayed, confessed the treason, and was executed 
in St. Paul's church-yard. May 3, lG06* 

ROBERT 


Cateaby, a gentleman of good parts and of an ancient fa> 
roily, first thought of a most extraordinary method of re* 
▼enge ; and he opened his intentions to Piercy, a descendant 
of the illustrioas house of Northumberland. 

In one of their conversations with regard to the distressed 
condition of the Catholics, Piercy broke into a sally of pas« 
ftion, and mentioned assassinating the king ; Catesby took 
the opportunity of revealing to him a nobler and more ex- 
tensive plan of treason, which not only included a sure exe- 
cution of vengeance, but afforded some hopes of restoring 
the Catholic religion in England. 

In Tain, said he, would you put an end to the king's life : 

he has children, who would succeed both to his crown and to 

his maxims of government. In vain would you extinguish 

F the 
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ROBERT CATESBY. 

Robert catesby, of Ashby, is 

the county of Leicester^ was a gentleman of good 
property and estimation^ and had so winning a man- 
ner, as to possess eveiy one who knew him with a 
most extravagant liking to his company : insomuch, 
that several of the persons concerned iathiscon- 
ipu^cy, frankly confessed they were drawn into it 

more 


the whole royal family i the nobility^ the gentry, the pav- 
liament, are all infected with the same heresy, and could 
raise to the throne another prince, and another family, who, 
besides their hatred to our religion, would be animated with 
revenge for the tragical death of their predecessors. To 
serve any good purpose, we must destroy, at one blow, the 
king, the royal family, the lords, the commons ; and bury 
all our enemies in one common ruin. Happily, they are all 
assembled on the first meeting of the parliament ; and afford 
us the opportunity of glorious and useful vengeance. Great 
preparations will not be requisite. A few of us combining, 
may run a mine below the hall, in which they meet, and 
choosing the very moment when the king harangues both 
Iionses, consign over to destruction these determined foes to 

all 
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more in consequence of his persuasion, than any 
conviction in their own minds, of the propriety of 
the cause they had embarked in. Catesby entered 
with such spirit into this business^ that in the course 
of a few months, he was obliged to call in some 
monied persons to carry it on with the spirit that was 
necessary. . In consequence of which, with the ad- 
vice and concurrence of Piercy, Winter, Fawkes, ^c. 
he opened the plot to Sir Everard Digby, and after- 
wards to Francis Tresham, £sq. the first of whom 
pronused fifteen hundred pounds, and the latter 
two thousand, to purchase such materials as wex^ 

wanting 


j^l piety and religion. Meanwliile, we onnelves standing 
aloof, safe and unsuspected, shall triumph in being the in- 
struments of divine wrath, and shall behold with pleasure 
those sacrilegious walls, in which were passed the edicts for 
proscribing our church, and butchering her children, tossed 
into a thousand fragments ; while their impious inhabitants, 
meditating, perhaps, still new persecutions against us, pass 
from flames above to flames below, there for ever to endnrjO 
the torments due to their offences. 

Fiercj was' charmed with this project of Catesby, and 
they agreed to communicate the matter to a few more, and 
among the rest to Thomas Winter, whom they sent over to 
Flanders, in quest of Fawkes, an officer in the Spanish ser- 
vice, with whose seal and courage they were all thoroughly 

ac« 
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wanting to cany the plot into eiecation. Upon 
the discoveiy of Fawkes*8 apprehension, Catesby, in 
company of Piercy, the Winters, Wrights, &c. betook 
themselves to flight, and were overtaken at Holbeach, 
in Staffordshire, where, at the hoose of Stephen 
Littleton, after a desperate sally, Catesby and Piercy 
were killed with one shot. To this circumstance 
may be attributed the mysteiy that surrounds the 
Gunpowder Treason, as Catesby was the only per- 
son who could have given a satisfactory evidence, he 
being the only layman that Garnet, the superior of 
the J^^uits, would confer with on this subject. 

THOMAS 


aeqnainted, MHien they inlisted any new conspirator, in or- 
der tcbind him to secrecy, they always, together with an oath, 
employed the Communion, the most sacred rite of their reli- 
gion. And it is remarkable, that no one of these pious de- 
votees eyer entertained the least compunction, with regard 
to the cruel massacre which they projected, of whatever was 
great and eminent in the nation. Soipe of them only were 
startled by the reflection^ that of necessity many Catholics 
must be present, as spectators or attendants on the king, or 
as haying seats in the house of peers. But Tesmond, a Je- 
suit ; and Garnet, superior of that order in England, removed 
their scruples, and shewed them how the interests of reli- 
gion required, that the innocent should be sacri6ced with 
the guilty. 

AH 
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THOMAS PIERCY. 

Thomas PIERCY, the most parti- 
colar and intimate friend of Catesby, was nearly al- 
lied to, and greatly in tlie confidence of the Earl of 
Northumberland, and was by him, as captain of the 
gentlemen-pensioners, admitted into that band with- 
out taking the customaiy oaths ; for which omission, 
and the known intimacy that was between them, 

the 


All this passed in the spring and snmmer of the year 1604 ; 
when the conspirators also hired a house in Piercy's name, 
adjoining to that in which the parliament was to assemble. 
Towards the end of that year, they began their operations. 
That they might be less interrupted, and give less suspicion 
to the neighbourhood, they carried in store of proyisions 
with them, and never desisted from their labour. Obstinate 
in their purpose, and confirmed by passion, by principle, 
and by mutual exhortation, they little feared death in com- 
parison of a disappointment ; and having provided arms, 
together with the instruments of their labour, they resolved 
there to perish in case of a discovery. Their perseverance 
advanced the work : and they soon pierced the wall, though 
three yards in thickness -, but on approaching the other side, 

. they 
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the Earl suffered a tedious imprisonment of fifteen 
years. 

Piercy was by far the most violent of the conspi- 
rators, and on one occasion, offered to rush into the 
presence-chamber and stab the kmg: but this was 
over-ruled by the more cautious Catesby, who then 
first opened to him his scheme of extirpating the 
whde royal family and nobles by gunpowder : to 
aid which purpose, Piercy engaged to furnish four 
thousand pounds out of the Earl of Northumberland's 
rents, and to provide ten swift horses in case of any 
emergency that might require speed. Upcxi the 

dis- 


ihey were somewhat startled at hearing a noise, which they 
knew not how to account for. Upon inquiry, they found, 
that it came from the vault below the house of Lords *, that 
a magazine of coals had been kept there ; and that as the 
coals were selling off, the vault would be let to the highest 
bidder. 

The opportunity was immediately seized ; the place hired 
by Piercy.: thirty-six barrels of powder lodged in it; the 
vkhole covered up with faggots and billets, the doors of the 
cellar boldly flung open, and every body admitted as if it 
contained nothing dangerous^ Confident of success, they 
now began to look forward, aud Co plan the remaining part 
of their project. 

The 


discovery of the plot^ he betook himself to flighty and 
was killed with Catesby m the following manner : 
One John Street, of Worcester, who had charged 
his musquet with a brace of bullets, and resting it 
upon the wall by the gate, shot at them as they were 
coming in rankj and not in file, from the door to- 
wards the gate : each bullet, as he thought, killed a 
man % for which action the king gave him two shil- 
lings a day during his natural life, to be paid him out 
of the Exchequer. 


SIR 


The King, the Queen, Prince Henry, were all expected 
to be present at the opening of Parliament. The Duke» by 
reason of his tender age, would be absent, and it was re- 
solved, that Piercy should seize or assasinate him. 

The Princess Elizabeth, a child, likewise was kept at 
Lord Harrington's house, in Warwickshire ; and Sir Everard 
Digby, Rookwood, Grant, being let into the conspiracy, 
engaged to assemble their friends on pretence of a hunting 
match^ and seizing that princess, immediately to proclaim 
her Queen. 

So transported were they with rage against their adver- 
saries, and so charmed with the prospect of revenge, that 
they forgot all care of their own safety ; and trusting to 
the general confusion, which must Result from so unex- 
pected 
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SIR EVERARD DIGBY. 

Sir EVERARD DIGBY was descended 
from an ancient family^ resident at the time of his 
birth (1581) at Drystoke^ in Rutlandshire. He was 
educated under the tuition of some popish priests^ 
and his father dying when he was but eleven years 
of agej he was early introduced to the court of Queen 
Elizabeth, where he was much noticed, and received 

several 


pected a hlovr, they foresaw not, -that the fary of the people, 
now unrestrained by any authority, must have turned against 
them, and would probably have satiated itself by an univer- 
sal massacre of the Catholics. 

The day, so long wished-for, now approached, on which 
the parliament was appointed to assemble. The dreadful se- 
cret, though communicated to above twenty persons, had 
been religiously kept, during the space of near a year and a 
half. No remorse, no pity, no fear of punishment, no hope 
of reward had, as yet, induced any one conspirator, either 
to abandon the enterprise, or make a discovery of it. The 
holy fury had extinguished in their breast every other mo- 
tive ; and it was an indiscretion at last, proceeding chiefly 
from these bigoted prejudices and partialities, which saved 

the 
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several marks of her Majesty's favour. On the 
coming in of King James, he went likewise to pay 
his duty^ as others of his religion did ; was very gra- 
ciously received^ and had the honour of knighthood 
conferred upon him^ being looked on as a man of 
fair fortune^ pregnant abilities, and a courtlike beha- 
viour. He married Mary, daughter and sole heir- 
ess of 'William Mulsho, Esq. of Gothurst, in Buck- 
inghamshire, \(qth whom he had a great fortune, 
which, with his own estate, was settled upon the 
children of that marriage. One would have ima^- 
gined that, considering his mild temper and happy 

situ- 


the nation. Ten days before the meeting of parliament. 
Lord Monteagle, a Catholic, son to Lord Morley, feceived 
the following letter, which had been delivered to his servant 
by an unknown hand. 

My Lord, 

Out of the love I bear to some of yoat 
friends, I have a care of your preservation. Therefore 
I would advise you, as you tender your life, to devise- 
some excuse to shift off your attendance at this parlia- 
ment. For God and man have concurred to punish the 
wickedness of this time. And think not slightly of this ad- 
tertisement ; but retire yourself into your country, where 
you may expect the event in safety. For though there be no 
G ap- 
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■ituatioQ in the woild> this gentleman might have 
spent his days in honour and peaoe^ witboat running 
the smallest hazard of meeting that disgraceful deaths 
which has introduced his name into all our histories : 
but it happened £u: otherwise. He was drawn in to 
be privy to the gimpowder^plot ; and though he 
was not a principal actor in this dreadful affair^ or 
indeed an actor at all, yet bi^ o&red i5001. towards 
defraying the eai;pences of it} entertained Guy 
Fawkes, ^o was to have execated it^ in his house ; 
and was taken in open lebdlion with other papists 
after the plot was detected and had miscarried. .The 

means 


iippeAraiic« of any stir> yet I say# they will receive a terrible 
J^iQw this parliameat ; and yet they shall not see who hurts 
thepi. This counsel is not to be contemned) because it may 
do you good, and can do you no harni : for the danger is 
past, as soon as you have burned the letter. And I hope 
God will give you the grace to make good use of it ; unto 
whose holy protectign.! commend you. 

Mont^agle knew not what to make of this letter ; and 
though inclined to think it a foolish attempt to frighten and 
ridicule hima h^ judged it safest tp cvgry it to Lord Salis* 
bury. Secretary of State. 

Though Salisbury, too, was inclined to pay little atten-* 
tioQ to itj he thought proper to )ay it before the King, who 

came. 
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means by. which Sir Evarard wat wrcmght tipoD to 
engage in thb zfB^iT, himself affirmed to be-ihese : 
firsts he was told that King James had broke his 
promises to the catholics } secondlf , that several laws 
agsunst ]^apery would be made in the next pallia- 
ment, that husbands would be made obooxbns for 
their wives' offiences^ and that it wonld be made a 
prserannire only to be a catholic ; but the main 
point was^ thirty, that the restoring of the catholic 
religion was the dotj of cveiy member, and that, 
in consideration of this, he wat not to regard any £h 
voors received from the crown, the tranqniUitf of 

his 


came to town a few days after. 

To the King it appeared not to light a matter : and from 
the serious earnest style of the letter, he conjectured that 
it implied something dangerous and important. A terrible 
blowt and yet the autkort concealed, a danger so tudden^ 
and yet so great ; these circumstances seemed all to denote 
some contrivance by gunpowder ; and it was thought advise- 
able to inspect all the vaults below the houses of parliaments 
This care belonged to the Earl of Suffolk* Lord Chamber- 
lain 'y who purposely delayed the search till the day before 
the meeting of parliament. He remarked those great pile* 
of wood and faggots which lay in a vault under the upper 
house; and he cast his eye upon Fawkes, who stood in a 
dark corner, and passed himself for Piercy's servant. That 

daring 
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his conntiy^ or the hazards that might be run ia 
respect to his life^ his family^ or his fortune. 

Upon his commitment to the Tower he persisted 
steadily in maintaining his own innocence as to the 
powder-plot> and refused to discover my who were 
concerned in it 5 but when he was brought to bis 
trial at Westminster^ Jan. 27, 1606, and indicted for 
being acquainted with and concealing the powder- 
treason, takmg the double oath of secrecy and 
constancy, and acting openly with other traitors in 
rebellbn, he pleaded guilty. 

After t|iis, he endeavoured to extenuate his offence, 

by 


daring and determined courage, which so much distia<< . 
guished this conspirator, even among those heroes in vil- 
lainy, was fally painted in his countenance, and was not 
passed unnoticed by the Chamberlain. Such a quantity also 
of fuel, far the use of one who lived so little in town as 
Piercy, appeared a little extraordinary ; and, upon compar- • 
ing all circumstances, it was resolved that a more thorough 
inspection should be made. About midnight Sir Thomas 
Knevett, a justice of peace, was sent with proper attend- 
ants ; and before the door of the vault finding Fawkes> 
who had just finished all his preparations, he immediately ' 
seized him; and turning over the faggots, discovered the 
powder. The matches, and every thing proper for setting 
fire to the train were taken in Fawkes's pocket -, who findf 

ing 
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bj explaining the motives before mentioned; and 
iken requested tiiat, as he had been alone in the 
crime^ he might alone bear the punishment^ without 
extending it to his family -, and that his debts might 
'be pdd^ and himself beheaded. When sentence of 
death was passed^ he seemed to be very much afiec- 
ted 3 for making a low bow to those on the bench^ he 
said^ '' If I could hear any of your lordships say you 
forgave me^ I should go the more cheerfully to the 
gallows." ^ 

To this all the Lords answered, " God forgive 
you^ and we do." He was^ with other conspirators^ 

on 


ing his guilt now apparent, and finding no refage but ia 
boldness and despair, expressed the utmost regret that he 
had lost the opportunity of firing the powder at once, and of 
sweetening his own death by that of his enemies. Before 
the council, he displayed the same intrepid firmness, mixed 
even with scorn and disdain ; refusing to discover his accom- 
plices, and shewing no concern but for the failure of the en- 
terprize. 

This obstinacy lasted two or three days : but being con- 
fined to the Tower, left to reflect on his guilt and danger, and 
the rack being just shewn to him, his courage, fatigued 
with so long an effort, and unsupported by hope or society, 
at last failed faim« and he made a full discovery of all the 
conspirators. 

Catesby, 
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on the 30th of the same months hanged^ drawn^ and 
quartered^ at tlie west end of St. Panics churchy in 
Loodon^ where he asked forgireness of God^ the 
King, tlie Queen, the Prince, and all the Parliament ^ 
and protested, that if he had known this act at first 
to have been so foul a treason, he would not have 
concealed it to have gained a world, requiring the 
people to witness that he died penitent and sorrowful 
for it. Wood mentions a most extraordinary cir- 
cumstance at his death, as a thing generally known, 
namdy, that when the executioner plucked out his 
heart, and according to form held it up, saying, 

*' Here 


Catesby, Piercy, and the other criminals, who were in 
London, though they had heard of the alarm taken at a 
letter sent to Monteagle, though they had heard of the cham- 
berlain's search, yet they resolved to persist to the utmost, 
and never abandon their hopes of success: but at last, 
hearing that Fawkes was arrested, they hurried down to 
Warwickshire ; where Sir Everard Digby, thinking himself 
assured that success had attended his confederates, was alrea- 
dy in arms, in order to seize the princess Elizabeth. 

She had escaped into Coventry ; and they were obliged to 
put themselves on their defence agftinst the country, who 
were raised from all quarters, and armed by the Sheriff. 

The conspirators, with all Ib^ir attendants, never exceeded 
the number of eighty persons; and being surrounded on 

every 
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^^ Here is the heart of a Traitor/' Sir Everard made 
answer '^ thou lyest." 

He left at his death two young sons, afterwards 
Sir Kenehn and Sir John Digby^ and expressed Ms 
affection towards them by a well«written and pathe* 
tic paper, which he desired might be communicated 
to them at a fit tune, as the last advice of their fyr 
ther* While he was in the Tower, he wrote, in 
juice of lemon, or otherwise, upon slips of paper, as 
opportunity offered 3 and got these conveyed to his 
lady, by such as had permission to see him. These 
notes, or advertisements, were preserved in the family 

as 


every side coald no longer entertain hopes either of pre- 
vailing or escaping. Having therefore confessed themselvei, 
and received absolution, they boldly prepared for death, 
ahd resolved to sell their lives as dear as possible to the 
assailants. But even this miserable consolation was denied 
them : Some of their powder took fire, and disabled them for 
defence. 

The people rushed in upon them; Piercy and Catesby 
were killed by one shot ; Digby, Kookwoodi Winter, and 
others, being taken prisoners, were tried, confessed their 
guilt, and died, as well as Garnet, by .the hands of the exe- 
cutioner. 

Notwithstanding this hori^id crime, the bigoted catholids 
were so devoted to Ciarnet» that they fancied miracles to he 

wrought 
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as precious relics 5 till, in 16^/5, they were fouiid s[t 
the house of Charles Comwallis, Esq. executor to Sir 
KenelmDigby, by Sir Rice Rudd, bart. and Wil£am 
Wbgan, of Gray*s-Inn, Esq. In the first of these 
papers there is the followii^ paragraph : '^ Now for 
my intendon, let me tell you^ that if I had thought 
there had been the least sin in the plot^ I would not 
have been in it for all the world ; and no other cause 
drew me to hazard my fortune and hh, but zeal to 
God's religion. 


AMBROSE 


wrought by his Mood ; and in Spain he was regarded as a 
martyr. 

Neither had the desperate fortune of the conspirators urged 
them to this enterprise^ nor had the former profligacy of 
their lives prepared them for so great a crime. Before that 
audacious attempt, their conduct seems in general, to be 
liable to no reproach. Catesby's character had entitled him 
to such regard* that Rookwood and Digby were seduced by 
their implicit trust in his judgment ; and they declared, that, 
from the motive alone of friendship to him, they were ready 
on any occasion to have sacrificed their lives. Digby him- 
self was as highly esteemed and beloved as any man in Eng- 
land ; and he had been particularly honoured with the good 
opinion of Queen Eiiiabeth. It was bigoted zeal alone, 

the 
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AMBROSE ROOKWOOD. 

Ambrose rookwood, like the 

majority of the conspirators, was a man of fortune^ 
and, previous to this circumstance, of character un- 
impeached : when called on to answer why judg- 
ment of death should not be pronounced against him, 
he answered, *' though his offence was incapable of 
excuse, it was not altogether incapable of extenua- 
tion j" 


the most absurd of prejudices masqned with reason, the most 
crimiosl of passions, covered with the appearance of duty, 
which seduced them into measures that were fatal to them- 
selves, and had so neariy proved fatal to their country. 

The Lords Mordaunt and Stourton, two catholics, were 
fined, the former ten thousand pounds, the latter four thou- 
sand, by the Star-chamber, because their absence from par- 
liament had begotten a suspicion of their being acquainted 
with the conspiracy. The Earl of Northumberland was 
fined thirty thousand pounds, and detained several years 
prisoner in the Tower ; because, not to mention other grounds 
of suspicion, he had admitted Piercy into the number of 
gentlemen pensioners, without his taking the requisite oaths. 

The King, in his speecli to the parliament, observed, that 
H though 
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tion/* and the rather, in that he had not been either 
author or actor, in the business, but drawn in, ta 
abet the same, from the extreme regard he bore to 
Catesby; whom he professed to esteem above any 
man he knew : and concluded by observing, it was 
not the fear of death, but grief that so shameful a 
one would leave a perpetual blemish to after ages, 
on his name and blood.^— -Executed Jan. 31, 1606. 

JOHN 


* Bigotry to the Roman fi»ith seems to have been inhe* 
rent to this name (and perhaps family) as an Ambrose Book- 
wood was executed in the year 169 — for being concerned in 
a plot to assassinate King William. 


though religion had engaged the conspirators in so criminal 
an attempt, yet ought we not to involve all the Roman 
Catholics in the same guilt, or suppose them equally dis- 
posed to commit such enormous barbarities. Many holy 
men, he said, and our ancestors among the rest, had been 
seduced to concur with that church in her scholastic doc- 
trines concerning the pope's power of dethroning kings, or 
•anctifying assassination. 

The wrath of heaven is denounced against crimes, but 
innocent error may obtain its favour ; and nothing can be 
more hateful than the uncharitableness of the puritans^ who 
condemn alike to eternal torments, even the most inoffensive 
partisans of popery. For his part, he added, that con- 
spiracy, 
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JOHN GRANT. 


John GRANT, one of the conspi- 
rators, resident at Coventry, in company with seve- 
ral violent catbdics, broke open a stable, and carried 
off seven or eight horses belonging to Noblemen and 
Gentlemen of the place; with which assistance 
(thinking the ex^dosion had taken place) he intended 
to obtain possession of the Princess Elizabeth, then 

on 


f piracy* hQwever atrocious, should never alter in the least 
hU plan of goT.eroment : while with one band he punished 
guilt, with the other he would itiil support, and protect 
innocence. After this speech he prorogued the parliaoieat 
till the S2d. of January.* The moderation, and I may 
say magnanimity of the King, immediately after so narrow 
an< escape from so detestable a conspiracy, was no wise 
agreeable to bis subjects. 


• The Parliament this Scfisiof passed an Act obligiig every one to talM 

the oath of allegiance a very moderate test, since ii (fccided no contro- 

verte J points between the two religions, jnd only engaged the persons who 
tooJt it to abjure tlie Popet power of dethroniag Kings, 

Their 
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on a visit at Lord Harrington's^ but being frustrated 
ip this scheme^ he was taken« brought to trial and 
executed, with Sir Everard Digby, Robert Winter, 
and Thomas Bates. 


FRANCIS 


Their animosity against popery, even before this provo* 
cation, had risen to a great pitch ; and it had perhaps 
been more prudent in James, by a little dissimulatioiii to 
have conformed himself to it. JElis theological learning, con- 
firmed by disputation, had happily iixe4 his judgment in the 
prbtestant faith ; yet was his heart a little biassed by the 
allurements of Rome, and he had been well pleased, if the 
making of some advances could have effected <in union with 
that ancient mother-church* 

He strove to abate the acrimony of his own subjects against 
the religion of their fathers ^ and, he became himself the ob- 
ject of their diffidence and aversion. Whatever measures he 
embraced, in Scotland to introduce prelacy, in England to 
<Dfo]rce the authority of the established church, and support 
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FRANCIS TRESHAM, ESQ. 

X HIS Gentleman was one of the most 
considerable^ in point of fortune^ of the conspirators ; 
and was early informed of the plot by Catesby and 
Fiercy, as Sir Everard Digby and himself were the 
first monied men they called in to aid their purpose. 
Tresham^ it appears^ offered £v& hundred pounds 
more than Sir Everard, who proffered fifteen hun- 
dred. 


its rites and ceremonies^ were interpreted as so many steps 
towards popery« and were represented by the puritans as 
symptoms of idolatry and superstition. 

Ignorant of the consequences^ or unwilling to sacrifice to 
politics his inclination^ which he called his conscience, he 
persevered in the same measures, and gave trust and prefer- 
ment almost indifferently to his catholic and protestant sub- 
jects ; and finding his person, as well as his title, less obnoxf 
ious to the church of Rome than those of Elizabeth, he 
gradually abated the rigour of those laws which had been 
enacted against that church, and which were so acceptable 
to his bigoted subjects : but the effects of these dispositions, 
on both sides, became not very sensible, till towards the 
conclusion of his reign. 

At 
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died, and Treshaoi, two thousand pounds^ to poi* 
chase combustibles, hire the house, and pay for any 
assistance necessary. 

After the apprehension of Fawkes, Tresham had 
the temerity to remain about the court, and the bet- 
ter to disguise his connection in the plot, proffered 
his service for the suf^ression and ^^hension of 
the other conspirators : but being suspected, he was 
examined, and sent to the Tower^ where he con* 
fessed the whole, and within a few days after, died of 
the stranguafy. 

ROBERT 


At this time Jsmes seens to hare possessed the affections 
even of his English subjects, and, in a tolerable degree, 
their esteem and regard. 

Hitherto their complaints were chiefly levelled against his 
too great constancy in his early friendships ; a quality which, 
had it been attended with more economy, the wise wirald 
have cicosed, and the candid would even perhaps have 
applauded. 

His parts, which were not despicable, and his learning, 
which was great, being highly extolled by his courtiers and 
gownmen, and not yet tried in the management of any deli- 
cate affairs for which he was unfit, raised a high idea of him 
in the world ; nor was it always through flattery or insin* 
cerity that he received the title of the second Solomon. A 

report. 
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ROBERT KEIES. 

Robert KEIES, as he expressed 
himself on his trial> was a maii of desperate estate 
aad fortune, and that his situation at the bar^ was as 
good in point of circumstance as any he had known 
for a length of time. And but from the following 
anecdote, taken from " Fuller's Church History," 
we might naturally suppose the temptation of money, 

rather 


report, which was suddenly spread about this time of his 
being assassinated, visibly struck a great consternation into 
all orders of men ; the Commons also abated of their exces- 
sive frugality, and granted him an aid, payable in four 
years, of three subsidies and six fifteenths, which Sir 
Francis Bacon said in the house, might amount to about 
four hundred thousand pounds; and for once the King 
and Parliament parted in friendship and good humour. 
The hatred which the Catholics so visibly bore him, gave 
him at this time an additional value in the eyes of his peo- 
ple. The only considerable point, in which the Commons 
incurred his displeasure, was by discovering their constant 
goodwill to the puritans ; in whose favour they desired a con- 
ference with the Lords, which was rejected. 
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rather than a wish for the advancement of religoln^ 
had prompted him to the undertaking. '^ A few 
days before the fatal blow should have been given^ 
Keies^ being at Tichmarsh, in Northamptonshire, at 
his brother-in-law's house, Mr. Gilbert Pickering, a 
protestant, he suddenly whipped out his sword, and 
in merriment made many offers therewith at the 
heads, necks, and sides of several gentlemen and 
ladies then in his company : it was then taken for a 
mere firolic, and so passed accordingly ; but after- 
wards, when the treason was discovered, such as 
remembered his gestures, thought he practised what 
he intended to do when the plot should take effect ^ 
that is, to hack and hew, kill and destroy, all emi- 
nent persons of a different religion from himself/' 
He was executed with Guy Fawkes and others, 
January 31, 1606. 


GUIDO 
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GTJIDO FAWKESi 

» , -»■ > >■■ i | i II ■ J ■■-... ■ .11 .1 . . 1 .1 

Guibo FAWKES, a Gentleman and art 
Officer in the Spanish service, was purposely brought 
fronfi Flanders to assist in' the mine, and fire the 
train under the Parliaraent-holfee. Up6n the pro- 
rogation 0/ the Parliament, he returned to Flatiders, 
to consult whh Owen and Sir William Stanley-; th6 
latter of whom' had treacherously, and conti^ary te 
his ostfh, delivered ' up Deventer, a rich town irf 
X)very5sel, gained from the Spaniards by Robert 
Dudley, Earl pf^ Leicester. x 

' IFrom' Flanders, Fawkes went to Italy, and from 
4lh6ncfe came to England^ where 'he passed for' the 
servant of Piercy, under the fictitious name of 
Guy Johnson; 

He was principally employed in placing tke gun- 
powder, faggots, &c. in proper order for ^plo^ibn, 
aiid at the sairne ttme foi^ concealment from too ctiri-» 
bus observation j as the ^oors c^ the cellar were left 
©pen for public Inspection, to avoid suspicion. ' - 
I Fawkes 
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Fawkes was apprehended at the entrance of the 
cellar-door, about midnight, by Sir Thomas Kne- 
vett, (a gentleman of his Majesty's privy-chamber, 
and a justice of peace in Westminster) who imme- 
diately carried him before the privy-council 5 be- 
fore whom he affirmed, • that had he been within 
the doors at the time of his apprehension, he would 
have blown himself up, with all those that were 
about him at the time. 

He was afterwards examined at Whitehall ; 
where no man, of whatever rank, was denied ac- 
cess or speech with him 3 and, notwithstanding the 
continued teazing, and impertinent questions that 
were put to him, it was observed, he neither 
changed coimtenance nor lost his temper the 
whole day 5 treating the better sort with con- 
temptuous scorn, and jestingly mocking the 
rest. 

He was frqjn the council conveyed to the Tower j 
where although he was shewed and threatened with 
the rack; he still seemed fixed in his first purpose 
of denying any accomplice whatever ; and it is as- 
serted, he was prevailed on to make what confession 
be did from the following circumstance being 

told 
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told him^ upon such authority as he could not 
doubt. 

'^ There was a Mr. Pickering, of Tichmarsh- 
Grove, in Northamptonshire, who was in great es- 
teem with King James. This Mr. Pickering had a 
horse of special note for swiftness, on which he used 
to hunt with the King. A little before the blow 
was to be given, Mr. Keies, one of the conspirators, 
and brother-in-law to Mr. Pickering, borrowed this 
horse of him, and conveyed him to London upon a 
bloody design, which was thus contrived. Fawkes, 
upon the day of the fatal blow, was appointed to 
retire himself into St. George's Fields, where this 
horse was to attend him, to further his escape (as 
they made him believe) as soon as the parliament 
should be blovim up. It was likewise contrived 
that Mr. Pickering, who was noted for a puritan, 
should that morning be murdered in his bed, and 
secretly conveyed away J and also that Fawkes, as 
soon as he came into St. George's Fields, should be 
there murdered, and so mangled, that he could not 
be known : upon which it was to be spread abroad, 
that the puritans had blown up the parliament- 
bouse 5 and the better to make the world believe it, 

there 
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there was Mr. Pickering, with his choice horse, ready 
to escape 5 but that stirred up some, who seeing 
the heinousness of the fact, and him ready to escape, 
in detestation of so horrible a deed, fell upon him, 
^d hewed him to pieces; and to make it morQ 
clear,, there was his horse, known to be of special 
speed and swiftness, ready to carry him away -, and 
upon this rumour, a massacre should have gone 
through the whole land upcxi the puritans.** 

When the contrivance of this plot was thus dis-* 
covered by some of the conspirators, and Fawkes^ 
who was now a prisoner in the Tower, made ac-* 
quainted with it, whereas before, he was made to 
believe by his companions, that he should be boun-* 
tifully rewarded for Ahat his good service to the 
catholic cause, now peroeiving, that on the coa-^ 
trary, his death had been contrived by them, he 
thereupon freely confessed all that he knew con* 
ceming that horrid conspiracy, which before, ail 
the torments of the rack could not force him 
to do. 

The truth of this was attested by Mr. Willian^ 
Perkins, who had it from Mr. Clement Cotton, to 
wlioTQ Mr. Pickering gave the above relation. 

Guy 
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Guy Fawkes was executed with Thomas Winter, 
Ambrose Rookwood^ and Robert Keies^ within the 
Old Palace Yard^ Westminster^ not far from the 
Paryament-house, January 3 X, 16O6. 


THOMAS 
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THOMAS WINTER. 


1 HIS discontented catholic had thoaghts 
ef quitting England for ever^ and had retired him- 
self to his brother's house in the country^ till such 
time as a convenient opportunity should o£fer for 
that purpose. In the mean time he was twice sent 
for by Catesby^ to come with all speed possible to 
London ; where when he came on the second invi- 
tation^ Catesby opened to him his gunpowder scheme^ 
into which Winter readily entered^ and almost as 
toon set off for Flanders^ to sound the inclinations 
of several leading persons^ towards such a scheme ; 
where he was recommended to Fawkes^ as a proper 
person to overlook the work 5 he being an approved 
soldier^ and a skilful engineer. 

They 
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They embai^ked at Dunkirk^ and came to England 
together 5 soon after which Piercy hired the hous« 
. adjoining the house of Lords^ where they first began 
the mine. 

Winter, in concert with the rest, retired to Staf- 
fordshire } where, at the explosion of powder that 
was laid in a platter to dry, he was scorched in so 
shocking a manner, as rendered him incapable 
of defence. 

Some little time before this accident. Winter 
dreamt ** that he saw steeples and churches stand 
awry, and within those churches strange and un- 
known faces." 

And after, when the aforesaid explosion had, the 
day following, scorched divers of the confederates, 
and much disfigured the hces and countenances of 
Grant, Rookwood, and others, then did Winter 
call to mind his dream, and to his remembrance 
thought, that the faces of his associates, so scorch- 
ed, resembled those which he had seen in his 
dream. 

From 
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From the confession he made^ he appears to 
have been very penitent^ and resigned to his fate. 
Executed January 31^ 16O6. 


ROBERT 


J 
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ROBERT WIJfTER. 


Robert winter was drawn into 
fliis conspiracy. by his.biot)ipr Thopas ^:,who^ £nd« 
i^g the persons first engaged in the mine insufficient 
to the task^ proposed this. brother as an assistant 
the rest might depend on ; and at their condemna-, 
tion he petitioned the court to sfifier for both^ asi 
havuig been the means of his brother's misfortune. 
Robert Winter escaped in company with Stephea 
Littleton, (owder of the house . at ^Ibach, where 
the rest had taken shelter) an4 first founjd succcmr 
fi[om onePerks^ who s^reted them in his bam;; 
but doubting of their safety, - they. rea]^yed from 
thence, and were harboured by Humphrey Little- 
ton, commonly (^lled Yellow Humphrey, who was, 
governor of the house in the absence of Mrs. Little* 
ton, the owner thereof. . Here they were not many 

days^ 


days, before the cook of the house £d mnch won-* 
der.what use Humphrey Littleton should make of 
so many dishes in his chamber at every meal^ and, 
to satisfy his curiosity^ wen): secretly to the door, 
and peeping through the key-hole, saw Stephen Lit- 
tleton^ and another man mth him : at which sight 
he was so terrified that he knew not what to dof 
for to reveal them mi^t enda^r their lives, and 
to conceal iHeia might cost him his owb. Aftei^ 
sKHne debate With hihisetf, he lesolved to ke^ quA 
ef futtifer tiro^le, ^d aeebrdiBgly Went dnd dis* 
dosed wMt he Aiscdv^red to a relaHoti| ^hete-* 
niposi lellpwed thei^ apprehension and lifter* 
ward theit convictioiii^ condemnetidn, and exe* 

llh^re was luiother irirettidr of t^ &tiiily^ Jeim 
Wintefi who was exiecutdd at Weftte^&r, wi'di 
Hnttif>ht«y LittletiHi^ Perk& df Hagl^y> ttid Etac* 
fbtd) bk mdiA', <6r ttdcehring and eill6rtainiiig 
RobM Winter and Stti^en litUelcn M thfttkb* 
of thdar flil|ht> ctMts^ to ik$ Klti^% pstKhaiA^ 
tson. 

JAq WuHttt ^fUfti a man at. W«ttWick 16 

leain 


learn on the tnimpet the points of war, and kept 
him in pay for a month previous to the discovery 
of the plot 


JOHN 
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JOHN WRIGHT. 


John WRIGHT was one of the first 
persong to whom Catesby intrusted the secret of 
the plot; and they mutually agreed^ that all who 
afterwards should enter ^«q that business^ should 
take the following oath 3 which was first adminis* 
tered by Catesby, Piercy, and this Wright, each to 
the other, at a house behind St. Clemenfs church, 
without Temple-bar : 

*' You shall swear by the Blessed Trinity, and 
by the Sacrament you now purpose to receive, 
never to disclose, directly nor indirectly, by word or 
circumstance, the matter that shall be proposed to 
you to keep secret, nor desist from the execution 
thereof until the rest shall give you leave." 


He 
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He was killed^ with a number of the other con- 
spirators, in their desperate sally at Holbach, the 
place of their last resort. 


CHRISTOPHER 
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CHRISTOPHER WRIGHT. 


1 HIS peiSQD, like Robert Winter, 
was brought into the conspiracy bj his own bro- 
ther; and^ from eveiy drcnmstance that can be 
collected concerning him, was nothing behind the 
rest in forwarding this work of mischief. 

It was Chrbtopher Wright that first discovered 
the apprehension of Fawkes, and advised the con* 
spirators to an immediate and separate flight; 
which advice, had they taken, it is more than 
probable that some might have escaped ; instead of 
which, they imprudently resolved to raise the 
country into an open rebellion, and resort to that 
place which was to have been their general rendez- 
vous, had the explosion taken place : the conse* 
quence of which was, they were pursued, over- 
taken. 


taken, some secured alive, and the rest killed. 
Among the last was this Wright and his brother. 


THOMAS 
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THOMAS BATES. 


Concerning Thomas Bates, who 
was Catesby's man, as he was wound into this trea- 
son by his master, so he was resolved, when he 
doubted of the lawftdness thereof, by the doctrine 
ofthe Jesoits. For the manner, it was after this 
sort: Catesby, noting that his man observed him 
extraordinarily, as suspecting something of that 
which he the said Catesby went about, called him 
to him at his lodging in Puddle-Wharf, and in the 
presence of Thomas Winter, asked him what he 
thought the business was in which they were con- 
cerned, for that of late he had so suspiciously and 
strangely marked them. Bates answered, that he 
thought they went about some dangerous matter, 
whatsoever the particulars were. Whereupon they 
asked him again, what he thought the business 
migjit be ; and he answered^ that he thought they 

in- 
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intended scone dadgexons tnitter about the paifon 
floen^lioase^ because be bad been actnt to get a 
lodging near nnto that place. Then did tfaej makd 
the said Bates take an eadb to be secret in the 
action : whidi bekg taken by tiim, tbsjr then told 
bim diat it was tnne thai tbey were to exe^te a 
gveat matter; namefy, to lay powdernnder the par<» 
liament-hoose^ to blow it np* Then tfaejr also totd 
himfhcthewas ta receive the auateient, ^r the 
more astucance ; and dsemiiMn be want to con^ 
fessbn to Tesmond^ the jesi£t; and in b» confess 
lion told him^ that he was to cttoideol a very dan* 
gerous piece of work that his master Cateabj and 
Thomas Winter had imparted to him> and said he 
much feared the matter to be utterly unlawful 5 and 
therein denred the counsel of the Jesuit^ and re- 
vealed to him the whole intent and purpose of blow- 
ing up the parliament-house^ upon the first day of 
the assembly^ at which the King^ the Queen^ the 
IVince, the lords spiritual and temporal^ the judges^ 
the knights^ citizens^ and burgesses^ should all 
have been there convened and met together. But 
the Jesuit, being a confederate therein before, re- 

solve4 
L 
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flolved and encouraged him in the action; and i 
that he ^odd be secret in that which his master had 
imparted unto him, for that it was a good cause : 
adding, moreover, that it was not dangerous unto 
him, nor any ofkmce to conceal it. And thereupoo 
the Jesuit gave him absolution; ; and Bates received 
the sacrament of him, in the company of his master 
Robert Catesby, and Thomas Winter.. 

When condemned, he craved pardon, as being 
ignorant of the consequence of what he had con- 
cealed, and as being led into it by his Master, Tes* 
mond, and Winter > he was however executed 
January 22, 1606. 
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Notwithstanding the detection of the 

Gun-powder Plot^ and the severity of the laws 
against Seminary and Missionary Priests^ the Jesuits 
about the year l6l4, encouraged by the Spanish 
Ambassador^ Count Gondamor, held frequent meet- 
ings at the house of one Lovet, a goldsmith, in 
Fetter-Lane, who had a printing-press in his house 
for popish books; which were artfully distributed, 
through the means of the following persons, who in 
a pamphlet published about this time, btituled 
Fox PopuUf are called Jesuits and Jesiuted Priests. 
In this book is a veiy scarce and curious print, with 
the following inscription : " The Portra&ture of the 
Jesuits and Priests, as they use to sit at council in 
England, to further the catholic cause. Dr. Bishop, 
Dr. Bristow, Dr. Wright, F. Palmer, F. Wood, 
F. Lurtice, F. Maxfield, F. Higham, F. Sweete, 
F. Ployden (or Plowden), D. Smith, F. Lovet, F. 
Anineur, F. Worthington, F. Porter, F. Pateson/' 

Hie 
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The following accounts of these Persons are 
diiefly extracted from Dod*s Church Histoiy* 
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»»• bishop- 


William BISHOP, who was bora at 
Breyles, in Warwickshire, studied at Oxford, and 
in several foreign universities. He was employed in 
England as a missionary, in the reigns oi Elizabeth 
and James I. in both which he sufiered imprison* 
ment far acting in that capacity. He was consecra- 
ted bishop of Chalcedon, at Paris, the 4th of June 

1623, and invested with ordinaty power to govern 
the catholic church in England. 

He was esteemed a man of abilities, and was a 
very active and useful instrument to his party. He 
wrote several pieces of controversy against; Mr. Per^ 
kins and Dr. Robert Abbot, and published Pit's 
book '' De iUustribus Angltae Scriptoribus." His 
gentle and amiable manners gsuned him esteem, with 
men of all persuasions. He died the l6th of April, 

1624. He was the first of the church of Rome that, 
after the Reformation, was sent into England in an 
episcopal character. 

Dr. 
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DR. BRISTOW. 

Richard bristow, w&a was bom 

at Wortegter, was educated ia the wixnmty ei 
Oxford, wheie he and Campiaii entenained queen 
Elizabeth with a piAiBc diapatationy aad aoqnitted 
diemaehes wkb applause. He shcatly afar con* 
formed to the church of Bome^ and was knrited faf 
tiie femous AllcD, afierwards canliaal^ to Douaj, 
where he distkigaished himself in die £Dgjttsb col* 
lege, as he did afterwards in that of Rhdma, ia bodi 
which he held considerate emplognnents. The fol- 
lowing character of him was found by Dod among 
the records in the fonntr of these colkgesf ** He 
might rival Allen ia {oudence^ Stapietoa in acnift- 
aess, Cas^ion ia doqaence, Wright in theologf, 
and Martin in bnguagea.*' BQidealkwafti 
ed b J seyem applicatian to his stndiea. 


Dr. 
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DR. WRIGHT. 


Dr. WRIGHT, in the list of the 
names of Romish priests and Jesuits, resident about 
the city of London, 1624, is said to be a grave 
ancient man, treasurer to the priests, and very rich. 
He was probably a difEbrent p^son 6:0m Dr. Tho* 
ffias Wright, who was reader of divinity, in the 
English, colkige at Douay, and author of the book 
" Ikpasmnihus Animae" and several noted pieces 
of controversy. The lattijr, who, according to Dod, 
does not appear to have been a missionary here since 
the reign of Elizabeth, died about the year 1623. 


FATHER MAXFIELD. 

JLIOD mentions a person, whose name 

was Thomas Maxfield that studied at Douay, where 

M he 
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he was ordained priest^ and sent upon a mission inta 
England, in l6l5, and executed the eleventh of 
July, the following, on account of his sacerdotal 
character. 


FATHER HIGHAM. 


John HIGHAM, who, for the most 
part lived abroad, employed himsdf chiefly in 
translating religious books from the Spanish. 

The last of his works mentioned by Dod, is thjS 
'^ Exposition of the Mass,'* which is dated 1622. 


FATHER SWEETE. 

J OHN SWEETE, a native of Devonshire, 
studied at Rome, where he entered iitto the society 
of Jesus, in 16O8. 

He 


I 
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He was sent on a mission from Rome to England, 
in the reign of James, and died at St. Omers, the 
26th of February, l632. He is said to have been 
the author of '' A Manifestation of the Apostacy of 
M. Ant. de Dominis," printed at St. Omers, 1617, 
in 4to. Dr. Daniel Featly, who was his opponent 
in a disputation, has introduced him in his " Romish 
Fisher caught, or a conference between Sweete and 
Fisher." Lond. l624. 


DH. SMITH. 


Dr. RICHARD SMITH, bishop of 
Chalcedon, appears, according to Dod*s account of 
him, not to have borne any ecclesiastical character 
in England before the year l625. It is therefore 
very probable, that another Dr. Smith is here meant, 
and especially as the two following persons of the 
name are mentioned in the list of Romish Priests and 
Jesuits resident about the city of London, in l624. 
*' Dr. Smith, senior, some time of the college of 

Rome, 
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Rome, and author of diters pestiknt books; and 
Dr. Smhh, junior, author of divers other books no 
• less dangerous/* 

A strong party was raised against the bishop of 
Chalcedon, by the regular clergy^ who loudly ac- 
cused him of infringing their privileges. This forced 
him to abscond. 


FATHER WORTHINGTON. 

Thomas worthington, who 

was bom at Blainscoe, near Wigan, in Lancashire, 
studied at Oxford and Douay, where he was presi- 
dent of the English College. 

He was afterwards several years at Rome, and 
was some time apostolic notary. Being desirous of 
seeing England again, where he had formerly been 
an active Missionary, he obtained leave to return 
thither, and shortly after died, in 1626. 

He wrote annotations for the Douay Bible, in the 

trans- 
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translation of which he had a principal share, and 
was author of several books mentioned by Dod. 
His '' Catahgus Marty rum in Anglia" &c. was 
sold at the high price of eleven shillings and suc- 
pence, at the sale of Mr. Richard Smith's library, 
in 1682. The original price of this pamphlet was 
no more than sixpence. 

Of the Jesuits, Palmer, Lurtice, Ployden, Lovet, 
Anineur, Porter, and Pateson, no other notice 
is taken, but of their being artful, and designing 
priests. 

The laws against Seminary Priests, towards the 
end of James's reign, were in a great measure laid 
aside, for which the following anecdote is given as 
the cause. The King waB extravagantly fond of 
hunting, in which exercise he would often outstrip 
his attendants for several miles : in consequence 
of this carelessness of his person, he was admonbhed 
in a letter '' entirely to leave off the chace of Ani- 
mals, or cease the hunting of Jesuits and Priests.*' 

James 
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James adopted the first pursuit, which he oontmoed 
to enjoy the remainder of his reign. 
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A DDISON's MiscBLLANBous Works, complete, 
in 6 Vols. Svo. uniform with SwifVs, Bacon's, 
and Locke's Works, Price 2l. 8s. Boards. On Roycd 
Paper, 3l. 12s. Boards. 

Antigallican, or Standard of British 

LOYALTY, RELIGION, AND LIBERTY, Containing 

all the principal Poems Speeches, and Tracts to 
roose Britons against a perfidioas Enemy. Large 
8vo. 7s. Boards. 

BoccACCio^s Decameron, or Ten Day*s 
Entertainment, translated from the Italian, 2 
Vols. Svo. 1&. Boards. On Royal Paper, ll. 4s. 
Boards. 

CowPBR Illustrated, containing thirteen 
beautiful Views, selected from Scenery described in 
his Poems, and engraved in the first Style by Storer 
and Greig, Svo. 10s. 6d. Boards. Super Royal 15s. 
or 4to. ll. is. 

The same Views sold separate, to bind up with 
his Life by Kayley, Royal 4to. 15s. 

Cambrunb on Brewing, a new Edition en* 
larged and corrected by the Author. Svo. 9s. 

Drydbn's Translation op Virgil, 3 Vols. 
8vQ. with fifteen beautiful Plates, engraved by Bar- 

tolozzi^ 


Books Printed for Vernor and Hood. 

tolozzi, Sharpe^ Fitler^ Neagle^ &c. ll. 7s. Boards. 
Royal Paper 2l. Boards. 

Dow's History of Himdostan, 3 Vols. Svo. 
with Pktes, II. 7s. Boards. — Royal Svo. 2l. Boards. 

DoDD*s Beauties op History, ornamented 
with thirty-two Wood Cuts, cut by Nesbett, 3s. 6d. 
Boards. 

Gil BukS, translated by Dr. SmoUett, 3 Vols, 
large 8vo. with beautiful Plates, ll. 10s. Boards. 
Royal Paper, 2l. 28. Bo^s. 

Goldsmith's Abridgement of the History 
OF Enolakd, with thirty Heads, engraved on 
Wood by Bewick. 3s. 6d. bound. 

GoLDSMiTH*s Natural History, abridged for 
Ladies* Schools and Academies, by Mrs. Pilking- 
ton, with Plates, elegantly engraved. 9s, Boards. 

Grey's Hudibras, with copious Notes, illus- 
trated with sixteen Copper Plates, also Wood Cuts 
by Nesbett, from Designs by Thurston, Price ll. Is. 
Boards. Royal Paper, ll. 15s. 

Harrington's (Sir John) Nug-e, Antioujs, 
with Notes by T. Park, £sq. elegantly printed in 
2 vols. Svo. Price ll. Is. Boards. 

Holcroft's Lavater's Physiognomy, widi 
upwards of three hundred and eighty Plates by Heath, 
a new Edition, with an additional Volume of Frag- 
ments. 

JuNius's Letters, 2 Vols. Svo. printed by Bens- 
ley, with twenty-one Heads, engraved by Ridley, 
and the Arms cut in Wood by Anderson^ ll. Is. 
Boards. Royal Paper, ll. 15s. Boards. 
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